The sodium pump in hypertension.
There is increasing evidence that the sodium pump plays a role in essential hypertension. Recent publications have focused on intrinsic alterations in pump activity, external modification of pump activity by circulating inhibitors, and endothelial mediation of endogenous inhibitor effects on the vascular response. Hence, this review focuses on these areas. Although there is intriguing evidence that alterations in sodium pump activity might contribute to the pathogenesis of hypertension, in at least some sodium-sensitive models and some patients with essential hypertension, the evidence remains circumstantial and areas of substantial controversy exist.